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shipyard jobs could be lost. Let me be 
crystal clear, there is no true disincen-
tive to seek repairs in foreign ports by 
U.S. tankers. As a result, we will wit-
ness the demise of the U.S. tanker re-
pair industry in Oregon. 

Furthermore, lifting the restriction 
could increase our vulnerability to out-
side influence on U.S. foreign policy. 
Our Nation may become more exposed 
to foreign pressures, particularly from 
the volatile Middle Eastern nations. 
This poses a great danger to our ability 
to successfully maintain our independ-
ence in global politics. 

Mr. President, in conclusion, there is 
no doubt that lifting this export re-
striction will hurt the American mer-
chant fleet. It is going to hurt the ship 
repair yards on the west coast, it is 
going to raise the cost of crude oil to 
the United States, it is going to threat-
en our national security, and it is 
going to cost thousands and thousands 
of American jobs, particularly in Or-
egon. I do not find this to be in the na-
tional interest, and I am confident that 
my colleagues will concur.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO KRISTEN AND SKIP 
AVANSINO 

∑ Mr. REID. Mr. President, on Tues-
day, April 11, Kristen and Raymond 
‘‘Skip’’ Avansino will be honored by 
the American Jewish Committee’s In-
stitute of Human Relations for their ef-
forts to protect the religious, political, 
and economic rights of all Americans. 

It is with pleasure that I take this 
occasion to recognize and commend 
them for their many years of service to 
the people of Nevada and throughout 
the country. 

Skip Avansino has had a long and re-
markable career, and is a role model 
for all young people who wish to suc-
ceed in public and private life. After 
graduating from the University of Ne-
vada, Reno, Skip earned a degree in 
law from the University of San Fran-
cisco and a masters of law in taxation 
from New York University. 

He returned to the University of Ne-
vada as an assistant professor of busi-
ness, real estate, and accounting law. 
Following a 4-year term on the Nevada 
Gaming Commission, Skip entered pri-
vate practice specializing in corporate 
tax and gaming law. In the mid-1980’s, 
Skip’s talents were recognized by the 
Hilton Hotel Corp. and he was ap-
pointed to the corporations board of di-
rectors. 

In February 1993, he was elected 
president and chief operating officer of 
Hilton Hotels where he is responsible 
for overseeing one of the largest resort/ 
casino operations in the world. 

Kristen Avansino is equally talented. 
An accomplished dancer and choreog-
rapher, Kristen has served as professor 
of dance at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, and as an instructor for the Ne-
vada Museum of Art. She earned a 
bachelor’s and master’s degree from 
Mills College and a lifetime teaching 
credential from the University of Cali-
fornia. 

Currently, she is on the board of 
trustees of the San Francisco Ballet, 
the Cate School, the Nevada Museum 
of Art, and she is the executive direc-
tor of the Wiegand Foundation, a pri-
vate charitable trust. Indeed, she has 
lent her talent and energy to many 
causes in philanthropy, higher edu-
cation, and the arts. 

Kristen and Skip Avansino have been 
good friends for many years. They have 
given unselfishly to civic and commu-
nity causes and have always been will-
ing to give help when help was needed. 

I am glad to share with the rest of 
the country what we in Nevada have 
known for a long time, and to con-
gratulate the Avansino’s for a lifetime 
of dedication and concern for their fel-
low citizens.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO NASHVILLE’S YOUTH 
HOBBY SHOP 

∑ Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I com-
mend the work of two Nashvillians 
whose efforts to help inner-city chil-
dren have often gone unrecognized— 
Glenn and Tara McLain. As directors 
for the Lindsley location of Nashville’s 
Youth Hobby Shop, Glenn and Tara 
McLain have worked to provide a posi-
tive role model and change the lives of 
inner-city youth, one by one. 

In an area where violence and pov-
erty prevent children from achieving 
their dreams, the McLains have tu-
tored more than 100 children each week 
in the Youth Hobby Shop and have 
worked to keep the kids off of drugs. In 
addition, they serve as counselors and 
friends for many of the children and 
teenagers who participate in the many 
activities at the Lindsley hobby shop 
location. As a result, many of these 
people involved in Youth Hobby Shop 
stay in school, enter college, or join 
the work force. Mr. President, this pro-
gram is changing the lives of our young 
Americans, and in turn, is helping to 
change the direction of this country to-
ward a more independent, self-suffi-
cient, and productive society. 

When it was founded more than 36 
years ago, the Youth Hobby Shop used 
hobbies and crafts to help children in 
Nashville who could not help them-
selves—those who had no one to come 
home to after school or needed alter-
natives to the dangerous streets. As 
the needs of inner-city children have 
changed, so has the program. Now 
Youth Hobby Shop provides tutoring in 
a variety of subjects, as well as drug 
prevention programs, parenting class-
es, field trips, summer camps, and a 
first-rate basketball league to keep the 
children off the street and guide them 
toward productive futures. 

A recent survey of residents living 
within a mile radius of both Youth 
Hobby Shop locations found that 79 
percent of the households knew of the 
hobby shop’s programs and spoke high-
ly of them. The survey also suggested 
areas in which the program could ex-
pand, including adding job training and 
a neighborhood child care service. 

Volunteerism is a key to the great 
success of this program. Most of the 
hobby shop’s funding comes from dona-
tions from individuals, corporations, 
and churches—and Glenn and Tara 
McLain have not only won the support 
of children in the Lindsley Avenue 
neighborhood, but they have attracted 
the support of more than 75 university 
students and adults who volunteer reg-
ularly to help the kids improve their 
reading skills. At the beginning and 
end of each school year, the children’s 
reading skills are tested to measure 
their progress. 

Glenn and Tara McLain have dedi-
cated their lives to helping inner-city 
children, and for that, Mr. President, I 
want to thank them. The success of 
their hard work and dedication is im-
measurable and their impact on the 
city of Nashville is invaluable.∑ 

f 

BURUNDI: ON THE BRINK OF 
DISASTER 

∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, the 
Central African nation of Burundi is 
once again on the brink of disaster. Ex-
actly 1 year after the world witnessed a 
genocide in Rwanda, and 11⁄2 years after 
ethnic violence between Hutus and 
Tutsis killed more than 100,000 people 
in Burundi, we are watching a similar 
catastrophe unfold before our eyes 
again. We must do what we can to try 
to deter another bloodbath. 

After months of a tense calm in Bu-
rundi, political violence began esca-
lating in the last several weeks as ex-
tremist Tutsi militia, with the com-
plicity of the Tutsi-dominated military 
establishment, stepped up attacks 
against Hutus, and Hutu extremists 
prepared for military activity. The vio-
lence directly threatens the power- 
sharing agreement negotiated in Sep-
tember 1993, and disrupts what we all 
had hoped would be a transition to co-
existence in Burundi. 

In the last couple of weeks, Amnesty 
International reports that hundreds of 
people have been killed or disappeared 
in Burundi, and thousands of Hutus 
have fled their villages to seek refuge 
in Zaire and elsewhere. Some are being 
held hostage in their own villages, sur-
rounded by hostile armed youths and 
cut off from outside contract. Rwandan 
refugees who sought refuge in Burundi 
last year are now beginning to flee to 
Zaire and Tanzania out of fear that 
similar terror will prevail in the ref-
ugee camps. 

The latest round of violence comes 
on the heels of the assassination in 
early March of the Minister for Mines 
and Energy, Ernest Kabushemeye, a 
Hutu leader, and the discovery of the 
dismembered body of a retired Tutsi 
army officer, Lt. Col. Lucien Sakubo. A 
week later, 17 more, including 3 Bel-
gians and a 4-year-old child, were 
killed in a highway ambush by Hutu 
extremists outside of Bujumbura. Last 
weekend, at least 200 people were killed 
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